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Editorial 

This edition of The Bridge is a little thinner than usual, many of our 
regular contributors have been inspired by the July warm weather to book 
themselves a holiday!  Nevertheless, I hope you find some interest in our 
pages, especially the various events underway during September and 
October. Our last edition once gain prompted a couple of readers to 
contribute some additional information. Helen Brodbin has pointed out 
some very interesting photographs on the BBC website of Ladywell 

Convent nuns enjoying life. have a look on http://tinyurl.com/ladywell  
Ambrose Nyazai has given us some further insight into the Busbridge of a 
few years back. His article is below. If you have any additional memories 
of the area, why not share them in The Bridge? 

Lets hope that the typical August holiday weather (ie rain) gives way to a 
bit more warmth and sunshine in September! 

Editor 

I was most interested to read your article about Mount Alvernia as my 
brother Alex and myself were both born there. Also as a young boy I used 
to deliver newspapers to the door on behalf of Field Bros based then in 
Godalming High Street where the bakers / cake shop trade. 

My memories of these days was of the long drive you mention, flanked 
then by horse chestnut trees and open orchards which made the drive 
seem a lot wider. Incidentally the fir tree at the end of the drive was, if my 
memory serves me well, in the centre of a small roundabout built out of 
Bargate stone, just outside the front door. 

Back then as you came out of the drive into Tuesley Lane there were 
high banks on either side, on the left where the bus stop is and on the 
right where the path is still high but then the bank was still in place and 
was covered with elm trees etc. I used to walk along these banks on the 
way to school. Also at the end of the path going towards Ashtead Lane 
there used to be a huge horse chestnut tree right on the corner which 
sadly was felled before the bank was taken away to make that part of 
Tuesley Lane a bit wider. 

My brother and I grew up in Minster Road and I have gone on to live in 
Busbridge Lane, Maplehatch Close, Old Barn View and High Ridge, 
where I now live with my wife, Sam and son Harry. 

I have many memories of Busbridge and have seen many changes take 

place over the years.                                                   Ambrose Nyazai. 
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The Chennai Challenge is a charity that works in 
Chennai, South East India, to help improve the 
lives of local communities. They currently work 

with two organisations; the Madras YMCA and Oasis India. The charity is 
run by Cathy and Rob Short (formerly of Godalming). This year there two 
teams went out to Chennai in August, the first left on the 3rd of August 
and the second joined them on the 13th of August returning on the 31st. 
Olivia and Fraser Garriock from Busbridge travelled to India along with 
about 18 others who have each had a minimum fund raising target of 
£1,300. 

Madras YMCA 

The YMCA has been working with street children since 1947. They now 
have an orphanage to accommodate up to 150 boys. The YMCA 
provides the boys with food, shelter and education all on one site. The 
YMCA has 2 schools which provide a free education for over 2000 
children from slum communities. There are also 3 community centres 
which offer programs of vocational training, health advice, crèches and 
sports programs in poor communities. 

Oasis India  

Oasis have been working in Chennai since 2005. Working in 3 slum 
communities they run a number of self help groups which have over 300 
people attending. Much of the work is based on equipping people for life, 
with job skills programs being well attended and after school sessions to 
support students in their learning. To encourage boys at risk of dropping 
out of school there are early morning football sessions before school, 
which they are not allowed to go to if they don't attend school. 

Last year the Chennai Challenge helped by paying to have one of the 
YMCA community centres extended and renovated so that it could be 
used to its full potential. This centre used to be used for tailoring courses, 
IT evening classes etc but because of the state of the building these 
could not carry on. Hopefully this year we will see the premises being 
utilised to its full potential by the local community. Other things we did to 
help were: provide all the boys at the YMCA Boys Town with a new set of 
clothes, one extra meat meal a week for a year for the boys, books for 
the schools, benches for a school and many more. For more information 
please go to www.chennaichallenge.btik.com. 

To donate please go to www.justgiving.com/chennaichallenge quoting 

“The Bridge Magazine” in the message box                     Olivia Garriock 
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BASINGSTOKE, MY DEAR! 

“Basingstoke, my dear, Basingstoke!” I could have 
quoted to Ed when we were contemplating which walk 
to attempt after completing the Wey Navigation. The 
Basingstoke Canal seems somewhat misnamed, for 
you can’t find much trace of it near Basingstoke. The 
furthest westerly sign of it we discovered was a long, 

shallow depression in a field near Mapledurwell. The canal proper starts 
near Up Nately but the nearby Greywell tunnel is now blocked off 
because it has become dangerous. That was where I had my first 
sighting of little grebes, small, shy, inconspicuous brown water birds 
dabbling at the edge of the water. 

Continuing east, we came across Odiham Castle, a solidly impressive 
ruin dating back to the times of King John (“not a good man” according to 
A.A.Milne!) in the early 13th century. Near Crookham Village there were 
more military defences – this time dating from the Second World War: 
tank and boat traps and pill boxes. And we can recommend “The 
Exchequer” for lunch – in fact we went back on several more occasions!  

We were surprised to find 
that, despite the built-up 
areas shown on the map 
around Fleet, Aldershot and 
Woking, we had no sense of 
being hemmed in by the 
towns as the canal path was 
mostly edged by strips of 
woodland. The reflections of 
trees and canal boats, the 
lovely bridges describing 
shadowy circles around the 
water and swans sailing up to demand whatever sustenance we could 
find in the rucksack, gave our walks a rural feel for much of the way. The 
aqueduct over the A331 near Ash, the flights of lock gates, especially 
those near Pirbright and St John’s Village, soldiers on training runs and 
the modern architecture of Woking afforded plenty of human interest.  

Finally to meet up with the Wey Navigation and look back along the path 
we’d walked previously gave us great satisfaction. Where next I wonder? 
Watch this space! 

Chris Payne 
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The Buzz 

Thanks to all who came and so generously supported the Buzz this year. 
The plant stall raised a fantastic £382 this year - half of which went towards 
the running costs of The Buzz, and the other half donated to Hydon Hill 
Leonard Cheshire Home. Cathy and Nin would like to say a really big thank 
you to those who either helped on the day or donated plants to sell. The 
coconut shy's adult prize at The Buzz was won by Nick Bailey, and the 

children's prize by Sarah-Jayne Moore! Many thanks.              Cathy Brook 

Pam Payne (1942 – 2010) 
Many people in Godalming were saddened to learn of the 
death of Busbridge resident Pam Payne in June. Born 
locally, Pam lived at Tilgate in Tuesley Lane for many years 
with her husband Mike, who is well known for his 
involvement in stage craft and stage management with local 
theatre groups.  

After raising three daughters, Kate, Heather and Lizzie, Pam worked at 
Godalming College, where she is remembered as an adaptable and friendly 
person occupying various roles; as a Lab Technician, Tuck Shop Provider, 
Invigilator and Receptionist. Most of Pam’s spare time was spent developing 
her remarkable garden, and helping others with their gardens, sharing her 
considerable knowledge of horticulture. For many years she ran plant sales 
at Godalming United Church where she was a life-long member and played 
an active role, always willing to help with events. She was a gifted flower 
arranger and a teacher for many years in the Junior Church. A loyal member 
of various local groups, especially the W.I., Pam also helped to run the 
County Show in Guildford with Mike. 

Pam will be remembered as a natural and unpretentious person, with strong 
family values and dependability. She bore her serious illness very bravely 
and is greatly missed by family and friends. 
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Church Calendar 

September - October 2010  
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Welcome to Nexus 

Building a network of friendship and support 
between church and community 

Welcome back after the summer.  We hope you’ve enjoyed the good 
weather and had a relaxing time. 

For a bright and stylish start to our Autumn programme, on September 
9th we look forward to welcoming Gail O’Flaherty, a Style Me Beautiful 
consultant, who will be demonstrating how the right styles can enhance 
our image and build our confidence.  There will be a small charge for 
this special evening: £3.00 for members and £5.00 for guests; this will 
include wine / soft drinks and nibbles at the start of the evening and 
tea / coffee and biscuits after the demonstration.  It promises to be a 
great evening and we very much look forward to seeing you and your 
friends at this event.   

On October 7th, Liz Silver returns with some tasty tips on Speed 
Cooking! She will demonstrate how to create delicious and wholesome 
dishes in a hurry – great for those of us who have to produce meals 
after a busy day at work or out and about. And, as we know, whatever 
Liz puts together tastes really good.  

A date for your diaries: November 4th.  Jane Scott will demonstrate the 
Art of Origami and give us a glimpse of life in Japan from the time she 
spent living in that country. 

We’d love to see you at these evenings which will all be held in the 
Church Centre at 8 o'clock.  If you would like any information about 
Nexus, please phone Janet Harvey on 423264 or Kate Kaye on 
415296. 
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We are always keen for local residents 
to join the editorial team for an interim 
period or to write articles of local 
interest. if you would like to take part in 
producing The Bridge or in writing an 
interesting article, please contact us by 
email or call any of the editorial team. 
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Small Ads 

GUMUSLUK, BODRUM PENINSULA, TURKEY Spacious and well furnished 3 
Bedroom Holiday Villa to let - Sleeps 6 - Large Swimming Pool - Wonderful Sea 
Views -  £575-650 per week For further info call Geraldine Walters on 01428 
661404 or visit www.villakeyif.com 

STUNNING VILLA IN WESTERN ALGARVE, PORTUGAL. Available for holiday 
rents, a newly built and beautifully furnished detached villa with 4 double 
bedrooms, private heated pool and landscaped gardens. Just 55 mins from Faro 
airport, 15mins from Lagos and surrounded by great beaches, golf, and 
restaurants. Plus on site tennis and spa facilities. Perfect for family holidays. 

Please contact Ali Lucy 01483 208228,  ali@thelucys.co.uk 

HOLIDAY CARAVAN TO LET AT BRACKLESHAM BAY near The Witterings. 
Well equipped, all electric, sleeps 4–6, competitive rates. For further information 

please phone Margaret Heath on 01483 416098 

PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT COACHING with a qualified 
and experienced coach. Support for: interview preparation, planning/managing 
retirement, confidence building, stress management, reassessing priorities, 
managing children’s behaviour, accepting new challenges, time management etc.  
Special rates for students, unemployed, those returning to the workplace and small 

groups. Contact Anne Piper on 01483 427534. 

TREVOR HARRIS - INSURED LOCAL GARDEN SERVICES OFFERED, including 
garden maintenance, fencing and hedges. Qualified tree surgeon. For competitive 
rates please contact me on 01483 200855 or 07719 302328 or email  

trevorharristrees@btinternet.com 
BEAUTY THERAPIST - BABTaC CIDESCO.  Home based beauty therapist with 
over 20 years experience. Treatments include facials using Dermalogica products, 
waxing, pedicures, eyelash tints, semi-permanent eyelash extensions, massage 
and hot stone therapy, electrolysis, facial red vein, skin tag and milia removal 

For appointments please call Julie Cottrell 01483 419531 

SPORTS MASSAGE THERAPIST, Personal Trainer, Nutrition & Weight 
Management Advisor, Aqua and Walking Buddy. Member of REPS (Level3), Dip. 
PT, NPLQ/PADI Open Water, Skifit/sports rehab, Core/functional exercise, 
(Enhanced) CRB, Insured, First Aid. Plus mobile, Godalming based, Discounts 
available, Charity events. Contact Jackie Bolton Tel 01483 418357 or 

07990973160, email jcmb2008@gmail.com 

GUITAR TUITION – Learn to play guitar. Beginners, children and retirees 
welcome.  Daytime and evening hours available.  References from Busbridge 
residents available. In home tuition 

Contact Cody on 07786 847 497. 

DOG WALKER: Experienced, mature dog walker serving Godalming and 
surrounding area. Reasonable rates for walking in pairs or singly. Call Lesley on 

0752 1535 079. 
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Small Ads 

There are two types of small adverts in "The Bridge" magazine:- 
Small local business adverts are designed for those who want to advertise 

services such as professional tuition, childcare, classes or villas - in fact 
anything for which a small remuneration is paid. They should be no more 
than four lines in length and can be placed in one or more issues at a cost 
of £5 for each insert. 

"For sale" adverts are for those who wish to sell items of furniture or other 
household goods at the rate of £2 for up to 20 words. 

For small adverts please contact Jacky Beale at jackybeale@hotmail.com, or 

call her directly to discuss on 01483 423768.  She will arrange how to collect 

your payment.  Please make cheques payable to The Bridge 

 

Display Advertising  is for those who wish to advertise in full, half, quarter or 

eighth -of-a-page format and can commit to at least a year's worth i.e. six is-

sues.  Our year starts with the March edition, and this is a very popular option 

so there may be a waiting list for the size of advert you require. Rates are £500 

per year for the outside back cover, £450 for a full page, £225 for half, £115 for 

a quarter and £60 for an eighth of a page. For display advertising contact us 

via e-mail at: bridgedisplayads@yahoo.co.uk  
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St. John the Baptist Church, Busbridge 
Clergy and Office   01483 421267 
Email     church.office@busbridgechurch.org 

“The Bridge” would like to thank advertisers for their support, but to make clear to readers that it 
does not offer any endorsement of the goods or services advertised.   Views expressed in the 
articles are not necessarily those of the editors or Busbridge Church.  The Editorial Team reserve 
the right to edit any articles submitted for consideration for publication. 

Copy Dates and Advertising: Nov / Dec 

Copy date for articles and small ads: Friday 15th October 

Publication Date:     Friday 29th October 

Please post or email any contributions to the editorial team to be 
considered for inclusion. 
See page 21. for details on how to place a small ad or display ad in The Bridge. 

The Bridge – online at    www.thebridgeonline.org.uk 
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